
October 10, 1863 - ActionNote 1 at Blue Springs

No circumstantial reports filed. 

Excerpt from the Itinerary of the Ninth Army Corps, August 1-October 28, 
1863 relating to the October 10, 1863, skirmish at Blue Springs:

~ ~ ~

October 10.-The First Division, with part of the Twenty-third Army Corps, 
engaged the enemy at Blue Springs, East Tenn.; the Second Division was held 
in reserve; the First Brigade, First Division, was ordered to charge on the 
enemy, which resulted in completely routing them, our loss being: Killed, 4; 
wounded, 54, missing, 1. Total, 59.

~ ~ ~
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JONESBOROUGH, October 21, 1863.

Below I send you copy of telegrams, from here to-day, in relation to the fight at 
Blue Springs:

GREENEVILLE, October 10. Gen. SAM. JONES, Jonesborough:

We have had a very hard fight to-day, beginning at 10 a. m., and ceasing at 
dark. The line of skirmishers was 2 miles long, which so extended my lines 
that the enemy at 5 o'clock, with 2,000 infantry, broke my center and attacked 
the batteries. They were repulsed with great slaughter. I have no complete 
returns, but hope my loss will not exceed 100—several valuable officers.

The enemy charged along the entire line from right to left, and only succeeded 
in center by the use of grape and canister. We hold our position. The enemy 
rests on his. The force is greater than I telegraphed on 8th.

Jno. S. WILLIAMS, Brig.-Gen.

JONESBOROUGH, October 10.

J. S. WILLIAMS, Greeneville:

I congratulate you on to-day's fight. Have you any doubt of your ability to hold 
your position? Was the fight at Greeneville, or beyond that point? Has Col. 
Witcher joined you with his command?

SAM. JONES, Maj.-Gen.

OR, Ser. I, Vol. 30, pt. II, p. 596.

Excerpt from the diary of Edward O. Guerrant

The anticipated advance of the Enemy upon our position was made this 
morning about 10 O'C.

~ ~ ~



From 10 A. M. until 5 P. M. the battle continued without any material 
advantage to either party, our object being only to hold our position against 
superior numbers & operate a diversion for Genl. Ransom, or rather now to 
save ourselves, now 75 miles from any base or support. About 11 A. M. 
Witcher (immortal Witcher) with his 34h. Batt'n. (125 in no) which came up on 
us this morning with their old, torn battle flag, fresh from the fields of 
Maryland & Pennsylvania, made a charge & drove the Enemy. Col. Carter 
commanded the right wing (1st. Tenn, 16h Ga. Peters RegtNote 2 & Witchers 
Battn-about 800 in number) & Col. H. L. Giltner commanded our left wing 
(4th Ky. 10h. Ky. & Mays Regt-about 900 in no) along the ridge we had two 
howitzers in one battery, two parrot guns in another and Schoolfields four little 
guns in another. During the day the artillery fought several duels. Sometimes 
shelled the woods.

Shells from the Enemys guns struck in front of our battery & ricocheted 
immediately over it. Other struck the trees by it. (I allude to Loyds guns where 
the General & staff took position.)

I have a minnie ball that struck in [front] of me-another passed between Capt 
Jenkins (who heard our cannon at Rheatown 18 miles [away] & camp up about 
4 P. M. ) & me.

About 5 P. M. furious assault by 1000 or 1500 infantry, with artillery throwing 
canister was made upon Mays Regt. commanded by L't. Col. Ed. Trimble 
which consisted of not more than 150 or 200 men. After a most gallant 
resistance, in which fell several of our brave Kentucky boys, this gallant 
handful of men were compelled to give way, but only to fall back by the flank 
upon Col. Giltner Regt. about 200 yards. Mays Regt constituted our centre -
being on Col. Giltner's right. They were driven from the heavily timbered 
woods where we had out Head Quarters a few days ago. Thus the Enemy had 
broken our line & separated Col. Carter & Col. Giltner. But both wings held 
their position, their rear being protected by a farm of open fields commanded 
by our artillery.

But the enemy emboldened by his success in driving back a handful of men 
had the temerity to attempt a flank movement upon Col. Carter by advancing 
through these open fields. The column consisted of some 1000 or 1500 
Infantry (some of the Michiganders) and advanced from the woods in splendid 
style into the open fields and were opened upon by our artillery which sent 
them heeling it back in style neither so imposing nor splendid. They heeled it 
to the cover of the woods, & did not attempt another such movement. The fight 
continued from this until night without any other marked change in our 
position, the Enemy holding the timber in our centre but unable to use it to 
advantage. During the day they attempted a flank movement upon both of our 
flanks, but were checkmated.

Thus ended the Battle of Bible -(I name it from a family of Bibles in the 
immediate neighborhood,) fought on Saturday 10h. Oct. 1863-in Green Co 
Tenn. 21/2 miles from Blue Springs & 71/2 miles from Greenville. Federal 



forces, estimated at 5000 commanded by Maj. Genl. Burnside. Confederate 
forces 17000 commanded by Brig. Genl. Jno. S. Williams.

Diary of Edward O. Guerrant.Note 3

Note 1: This was an engagement according to Dyer's Battle Index for Tennessee.

Note 2: Colonel William E. Peters's 21st Virginia Cavalry.

Note 3: William C. Davis and Meredith L. Swentor, Bluegrass Confederate: The 
Headquarters Diary of Edward O. Guerrant, (Baton Rouge: Lousiana State 
University Press, 1999), pp.340-342. [Hereinafter cited as: Diary of Edward 
O. Guerrant.]


