
August 20, 1862 - Description of the Hardeman Springs, south of Bolivar, by a private in the 
15th Iowa Infantry

We were up at cock-crowing this morning and pumped several cows dry before 
the owners were out of bed. We filled a large kittle full of ripe peaches and 
with our sugar we had a good long old breakfast. Went back to the Springs and 
established ourselves there There are five separate and distinct Springs here 
and each of them said to a different kind of water[.] One is sulphur and one 
Iron and the others are different[.] All said to possess valuable medical 
properties[.]

A building in octagonal shape surrounds each spring[.] On the steep hill side is 
a long string of log and frame buildings designed as [a] Hotel, Bath Rooms &c 
for the convenience of persons attending the place[.] An old Negro who was a 
servant here told us it was a great place for "de gemmen to hab pleasure[."] But 
he said "dey take no pleasure hereabouts now [."] The water boils up above the 
top of the basins and is cold and clear while all around are large handsome 
shade trees and the ground all covered with a beautiful carpet of grass. There is 
a Ball alley here and the men make constant use of it.

Boyd Diary.


