
August 24, 1862 - A private in the 15th Iowa Infantry on the value of contraband slaves 

(in camp near Hardeman Springs)

Contrabands, (a new name for the negro slaves) are building forts around here 
and felling trees across the road to keep the enemy's cavalry from surprising us. 
A good many soldiers and people are bitterly opposed to having "niggers" take 
any part in the War. I am not one of those kind of people. If a culled man will 
dig trenches and chop lumber and even fight the enemy he is just the fellow we 
want and the sooner we recognize this the quicker the war will end.

      Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, entry for August 24, 1862.Note 1

Note 1: Madeline Thorne, ed., The Civil War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd: Fifteenth 
Iowa Infantry, (State Historical Society of Iowa, 1953). [Hereinafter cited 
as Boyd Diary, etc. . . ]


