January 24, 1863 - Report of murder of Negroes by Confederate forces at Harpeth Shoals
and the Murfreesboro road

Barbarity.

It is reported that the negroes employed as cooks, etc., on the steamboats
recently captured near the shoals by the guerrillas, were butchered in the most
brutal manner by their captors, who dragged them aside and cut their throats.
Our informant states that they "stuck them as if they had been hogs.” And yet
these rebels talk of the horrors of negro insurrections, while they perpetrate
atrocities which wild Congoes or Fejee cannibals never exceeded. Why if
anything could inflame the slaves to insurrection, it would be the cowardly and
barbarous murder of these fellows on the Murfreesboro road, and at Harpeth
Shoals.




