
July 27, 1864 - The first grand review of U. S. C. T. in Nashville

The grand review of the colored troops in this city took place yesterday 
afternoon at 4 o'clock. A large concourse of citizens and officers of the army 
were present to witness the first review of this branch of our service, which has 
attracted so much attention and comment from all classes. The Reviewing 
Officer was Brig. Gen. Chetlain, commanding the colored troops of Tennessee. 
The troops present were the 12th regiment U. S. C. Inf., Col. Thompson; 15th 
U. S. C. Inf., Col. T. J. Downey; 17th regiment U. S. C. Inf., Col. W. R. 
Shafter; and 100th regiment U. S. C. inf., Maj. Ford, commanding. The band of 
the 10th Tenn. Infantry were present and discoursed most beautiful music, and 
added much to the effect of the review. Col. Thompson, Review Officer 
present, took command, and right well did he acquit himself. The 12th 
regiment came upon a special train from section 26, N. W. R. R. To say that the 
review as good hardly does justice to these gallant troops. We have been an 
eyewitness of many reviews of veteran troops, but have not witnessed a more 
creditable review than that of yesterday. The commanders of the different 
regiment[s] may well feel proud of their commands-and those of our citizens-
especially the galvanized portion-missed a grand sight if they were not present; 
and we would advise them when next an opportunity affords, to be present and 
see how well some of the sons, grandsons, nephews, &c., of our F. F. 's.Note 1 
acquitted themselves as soldiers of the Union. We trust that these reviews may 
be frequent hereafter, that our citizens may see that the "nigger" can and will 
make as good a soldier as a white man. Gen. Chetlain expresses himself highly 
gratified with the condition of the troops here, and we can only wish him god 
speed in his glorious mission.

The different regiments escorted the 12th regiment to the N. W. Railroad depot, 
and then marched through the streets. We regret to record the fact than an 
officer of the Army Commis'y Dep't., so far forgot himself as a soldier and 
gentleman to give commands to the troops as they passed his office on Cedar 
street. We trust hereafter that he will discontinue the practice of putting an 
enemy in his mouth to steal away his brains. We would gladly give an account 
of the rise and progress of the organization of colored troops in this 
Department but time will not permit.

Gen. Chetlain and staff, Major Paddock, Inspector General, and Dr. Rush, 
Medical Inspector, accompany him—both agreeable and accomplished 
soldiers and gentlemen. The General leaves for Chattanooga on Friday.
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Note 1: Most likely an abbreviation for "Fighting Forces."


