
August 5, 1864 - "Depredations by Negro Troops-A Negro Corporal Killed."

We understand that Mr. S. P. Ament, who lives a mile and a half from the city 
on the Granny White Pike, has suffered greatly from the depredations of negro 
troops (the 15th United States colored troops ), stationed in the vicinity of his 
farm. He had a guard stationed at his house who had driven them off 
frequently, and Mr. Ament had reported that fact to the commander of the 
regiment. Sunday night [July 31] a number entered Mr. Ament's premises and 
destroyed and carried off about $25 worth of vegetables. Tuesday [2nd] night 
the same parties, or others, or others, came back and helped themselves. When 
about to return to camp, the guard commanded them three times to halt, and 
failing to do so, her fired, mortally wounding one of the party, who proved to 
be a corporal in one of the companies of the regiment. He lived but a few 
hours. During Wednesday [3rd] about a dozen of the negro soldiers called at 
Mr. Ament's house and notified the guard that they intended to burn Mr. 
Ament's house that night, and destroy everything on his place. The guard 
informed the Colonel commanding a battery, stationed nearby, of the threat, 
and he promptly furnished a guard sufficiently strong to protect Mr. Ament's 
property in the event they should attempt to carry out their threat, but they did 
not make their appearance Wednesday night [3rd].

We hear that other parties beside Mr. Ament have suffered from the 
depredations of these negro soldiers. It is represented to us that they are 
becoming a perfect terror to the neighborhood.
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